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What joy to the poor mother, now a widow and with
sight failing, to hear her eldest born was not gone from
her, but had conie back, notwithstanding his fatigues and
many wounds, more determined than ever; for he had
now seen war, knew the ins and outs of fighting, and he
no longer hoped but was absolutely certain that he
could command in battle. After Corunna, they tell us,
his whole manner changed. The earnest look of his face
assumed a more vehement expression. The eagle had in
truth tested his wings and felt his beak and talons, and
he knew they were more than equal to the fight of life.

In January, 1810, one year after Corunna, Charles
Napier rejoined the Fiftieth Eegiment, again in the
south of England. Meanwhile another expedition had
gone to Portugal, and great events had taken place
in the Peninsula. Sir Arthur Wellesley, having driven
Soult from Oporto, urged by the Ministry at home
and by their representatives in the Peninsula to repeat
the movement into Spain which had so nearly ended in
the destruction of Sir John Moore's army, advanced
along the Tagus, joined Cuesta, fought the French at
Talavera de la Reyna, held his position during,the battle
but fell back from it two days later, leaving his wounded
to be captured by the enemy, and narrowly escaping by
a forced march Soult's advancing army, retreated back
to Portugal with the loss in killed, wounded, prisoners,
and by death from disease of fully one-third of his
entire army. The British Government, now feeling
certain that the last hour of Napoleon had arrived, all
at once resorted to the old idea of foreign expeditions;
and two of the largest expeditions that had ever left the
British Islands had been despatched to the Continent,